HARBERT SEABORN SMITH

April 2, 1930 - August 3, 2024

Harbert Seaborn Smith was born to Harbert and Harriett Smith on April 20,
1930, in Tallahassee, Florida. On August 3, 2024, with his wife by his side, he
left this earth to join his Lord and Savior for his eternal life in Heaven.

Mr. Smith was raised in Tallahassee and graduated from Leon High School.
He attended college at Florida State University and remained a loyal ‘Noles
fan throughout his entire life. After his time at FSU, Harbert left town to start
his career in the copy machine business out in Mississippi. When he left he
vowed to become successful in whatever he endeavored to do, so long as it
wasn’t the farming business in which he was raised. He strongly declared he'd
had enough of that hard physical labor. But like the old saying “never say
never,” after several years of success in the copy machine business, Harbert
moved back to Florida and started a cattle farming business in Havana,
Florida.

Harbert was busy farming and raising his son Gene, when he met the love of
his life, Jeannette, who was raising three young boys of her own following the
passing of her first husband. Harbert and Jeannette were married in the same
church that they met in. Their love of Jesus has always been the foundation
upon which their marriage has existed.

After many years in the cattle business in Havana, Harbert and Jeannette



moved to Tallahassee where together they built several homes. Later in life,
Harbert started Tanglewood Realty, again following in the footsteps of his own
father. One of the stories Mr. Harbert loved to share was about a home that he
and Jeannette built in Coon Bottom, and then they moved it all the way to St.
George Island. That home still stands proudly today.

Throughout their lives, it was common for Harbert and Jeannette to say with
pride that they were true farmers, growing cattle and food on the farm, and
then naturally growing a big family - and that they did! All combined, they had
4 boys, and then later their wives, 15 wonderful grandchildren, and 27 great
grandchildren.

Although the boys joke that one of the reasons Mr. Harbert married their
mother was to make use of them as additional farm-hands, they also relish in
the way he loved and cared for them, the children they went on to have, and
now grandchildren of their own. Mr. Harbert loved being a grandfather and
sharing the farm-life with his grandkids. He was also well known to show up
with surprise gifts for the grandkids, most of the time it being animals of all
sorts, including a calf or a pregnant goat. Although the parents might have
second-guessed these gestures, there is no doubt that it certainly helped to
shape several generations of their family who all love and care deeply for
each other, for animals, and for the special people that come into their lives.

Family has always been a top priority for Harbert and Jeannette. They took
such pride in the family gatherings they had in their home, whether it was for
birthdays, holidays, or no particular reason at all. Especially important to them
has been hosting their family for lunch during the holidays, like Thanksgiving
and Christmas. Not only has that been a huge treat for their family members
and their in-laws, but also for special friends who so enjoyed being present
and feeling the true love of this family. All who attended these gatherings at
the Smith home knew that before any of the delicious food was to be eaten,



everyone present would join hands and hear the thoughtful “Grace” shared by
Harbert; where thanks was given for his wonderful family and friends who
were in attendance or elsewhere, for the food the Good Lord provided, and
the fellowship that was had on that day. Mr. Harbert always judged the
success of the gatherings by the number of people that attended. At
Christmas he delighted in sharing the celebration of the birth of Jesus with a
birthday cake filled with candles lit by his family members, and singing the
“Happy Birthday” song to his Lord. He made certain the true meaning of
Christmas was ever-present.

Harbert was an amazing storyteller of tales he created from the memories he
had from his childhood, and up through his adult life. The tales of his many
adventures as a child, reflect the wonderful upbringing he had. Some of his

stories seemed somewhat far-fetched, which has led to some “fact-checking’
by the grandkids who adore him.

Harbert and Jeannette have been members of the Fellowship Baptist Church
of Tallahassee for 52 years, during which time Mr. Harbert taught Sunday
school to both youth and adults. He and Jeannette were always sure to bring
homemade brownies or other goodies for all the gatherings with their Church
family.

Mr. Smith is survived by his loving wife of 54 years, Jeannette Smith; his son
Gene Smith (Cecilia); his bonus sons, Mac Langston, Frank Langston
(Elizabeth), and Danny Langston (Tammy); his brother Charles Smith; his
sister Jane Crutchfield; 15 grandchildren; and 27 great-grandchildren. He is
preceded in death by his parents and daughter-in-law, Carmen Langston.

There is no doubt that Mr. Harbert is up in Heaven sharing all of his wonderful
stories. He will be deeply missed by Jeannette and his entire family, but the



memories he created will live on in them forever.

A Funeral Service for Mr. Smith will be held on Saturday, August 10, 2024 at
2:00 PM at Fellowship Baptist Church, 3705 N. Monroe Street, Tallahassee,
FL. The Family will receive friends for a Visitation at the church before the
service, beginning at 1:00 PM. The burial will take place at the Hillcrest
Cemetery in Quincy, immediately following the funeral service.

The family would like to give special thanks to the caregivers who have
assisted Harbert and Jeannette tremendously during the past several months,
including Tangee Allen (owner of Amyracles Senior Care, LLC), Keyonta
Sampson, and Patrice Dawson.

The family is being cared for by Jackie Fulford and James Sircy of Young
Fulford Funeral Home and Crematory, Tallahassee, Florida. 850.610.4444



Previous Events
Visitation

AUG 10. 1:00 PM (ET)

Fellowship Baptist Church
3705 North Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32303

Funeral Service

AUG 10. 2:00 PM (ET)

Fellowship Baptist Church
3705 North Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32303

Burial

AUG 10. 3:30 PM (ET)

Hillcrest Cemetery
600 N. 14th Street
Quincy, FL

Burial will be immediately following the Funeral Service.



Tribute Wall

I cannot think of Fellowship Baptist Church without thinking of
Harbert & Jeannette! Whether it was S.S., Youth Group, water
Skiing, beach trips, flying or most importantly, sharing a meal in their
home, it was with pure love & joy! We learned much from watching
their faith in action & I'm so thankful for that! Remember the good
times & share them often...his "sweet" spirit lives on & hug like
Harbert, every chance you get (&) Peace be with you, always -
Wade & Wanda Waugh Pierce

Wanda Pierce - August 10, 2024 at 10:16 PM

| don’t know where to start when it comes to my memories of
HARBERT SMITH. He was larger than life and almost filled every
room he entered. He and Jeanette were more than best friends to
me in my young adult years. He gave guidance, inspiration and
poked a lot of fun whenever | was near. The example he and
Jeanette gave me has inspired me through the years in ministry to
replicate their style in building college Sunday School classes. |
would always look for leaders who had the same qualities in life. |
knew they would successfully grow a meaningful college SS class.
My heart will always hold a very special place for Harbert and
Jeanette. The memories are many and very special. | know Harbert
is now making a place for himself in The Lord’s heavenly home. I'm
blessed to have crossed paths with Harbert and Jeanette. Love you
so much, Jeanette — always will.

Pat Cushing Lee - August 10, 2024 at 10:10 PM



Harbert and Jeanette were so special to the youth and college
students back in the 70's at Fellowship Baptist Church. Many
Sunday evenings, they hosted us with good food, fun and
fellowship. Those were some memorable times. It was one of those
evenings that my soon to be husband and | were reunited after
having been apart for over a year. Harbert teased us that he was
going to ring a cow bell at our wedding and shout out, "let this event
begin". He didn't, but he did give us a cow bell! I'm going to miss his
bear hugs and his warm kind heart. Love and prayers to Jeanette
and the family. Cathy

Cathy - August 10, 2024 at 09:51 PM

Dear Miss Jeanette and Family,
You’re in our thoughts and prayers..we love all of y’all very much.
Rhonda and Mark

Rhonda - August 10, 2024 at 08:31 AM

| always loved seeing Mr. Harbert at church, he gave the best bear
hugs! I'm so sorry for your loss, he was a great man and will be
missed very much.

Cindy Ham - August 09, 2024 at 07:15 PM

Dear Smith and Langston family, Mr. Harbert gave us so many great
memories. He will be fondly remembered for always making us feel
welcome and part of his loving family. He was such a kind, gentle,
generous man who lived his faith and always had a good story to
tell. We want to express our deepest sympathy for your loss. We
love you all, Fred and Gena Varn family

Fred & Gena Varn - August 09, 2024 at 04:17 PM



Mia Kim and Normand Chouinard purchased the
Beautiful Heart Bouquet for the family of
HARBERT SEABORN SMITH.

Mia Kim and Normand Chouinard - August 08, 2024 at 09:22
PM


https://www.youngfulfordcremationandfuneralservices.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.youngfulfordcremationandfuneralservices.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

